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INSTRUCTIONS
1. Answer all questions in this paper.
2. All answers should be written in the spaces provided.
3. Do not leave blanks.
4. Observe neatness.


FOR EXAMINER’S USE ONLY
	QUESTION
	MAX. SCORE
	CANDIDATE’S SCORE

	1. Comprehension
	20
	

	2. Excerpt
	25
	

	3. Oral Narrative
	20
	

	4. Grammar
	15
	

	Total 
	80
	


1.     COMPREHNSION 20 MARKS
Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow 
A short guy is a disadvantaged individual.  And no, the disadvantage is not about reaching high surface.  He can always stand on his toes or even get a stool.  But what would he do when he is discriminated against or taunted on account of his being short; and when tall guys consider it something of a moral responsibility to remind the short fellow over and over that he is inferior?

Apparently ,  a short man, besides being irritable, is a psychological wreck, thanks to some syndrome of sorts.

Then there is a legion of misinformed women out there who declare to anyone who cares to listen that death would be a welcome alternative to dating a short man.  Never mind that most are themselves as short as one can get.  In their opinion, which they are entitled to anyway, tall is handsome, strong and literally oozes masculinity while short is the opposite.  With limited choice of possible mates, restrictions on probable mates and slew of wrongful generalizations, affirmative action would e in order here.

But as they taunt, vilify, and harass short guys on the basis of height, the tall ones conveniently forget that no one chose how tall they would be.  Elementary biology has it that we are all victims of genetic accidents; how tall one becomes is wholly subject to chance.  Appearance and other human characteristics are an aggregation of parental traits at best, or a mutation at worst like when only one member is short in a family of tall fellows.  It therefore speak volumes about the gray matter upstairs in anyone chest thumping about being tall.  Once, when the disciplined forces were hiring.  I offered my self for consideration.  I was subjected to all sorts of strenuous exercise, running round and round the field in the midday sun like I had gone berserk, shutting my eyes alternately, and  a host of other impossible strange routines, only to be turned away at the end of the day for the simple reason that my height  did not add up.

Merchants of rumours and falsehood have been at it again.  After unleashing the “shorter the monkey the longer the tail”  rumour, they are back with another mind-boggling one; that these long – tailed short monkeys are poor lovers.  While endowment does not necessarily equal performance, such are generalization of the absurd; something akin to the misplaced belief that all Africans lives on trees.  If anything, as one Literary Great apply put it, a tiger does not declare its turpitude, it pounces.

And the politics of generalizations do not end there.  The short guy is also said to be irritable and hence the worst possible choice for a boss or even a mate.  Who wants to spend time with someone who will be over the roof at the slightest provocation?  Not that the myth is gospel truth,  but it has resulted in a further restriction of the short guy’s already limited choice of a mate.

As if this is not enough, stiff competition for short ladies silently ranges, pitting tall guys against short ones.  Despite their wide appeal, the tall fellows have an inexplicable penchant for short ladies.  Factor in the belief that it is something of a misnomer to date a taller lady, the decision by some short ladies to give a not interested verdict for short men, and you have remote, dwindling chances of short men getting a mate.

Maybe it is time the short in stature considered coming together to fight this wholesale discrimination on account of their height, over which they have no control.  An association would be the perfect gateway to affirmative action.  Surely, what has height got to do with love, temperament and everything else for that matter?

(a) Why does the write think the short guy is disadvantaged?		(2 marks)

	
	
		
(b) Explain the irony of some women discriminating the short man.	(2 marks)

	
	
	
	
(c) According to the writer, what determines a person’s height?		(2 marks)

	
	
	
	
(d) Why does the writer give his experience when the disciplined forces were hiring? 
(2 marks)

	
	
	
	
(e) There is legion of misinformed women out there who declare to anyone who cares to listen to dating a short man.” (Rewrite the sentences using “prefer’)	(1 mark)

	
	

(f) What two reasons are given why it might be difficult for short men to get mates?										(2 marks)

	
	
	
	
(g) What solution is given by the writer to end discrimination of the short man?   (2 marks)

	
	
	
	
(h) Why is the attitude of the writer towards people who discriminate against the short man?									(3 marks)

	
	
	
	
	
	
(i) Explain the meaning of the following words and phrases as used in the passage.										(4 marks)
i. Legion…………………………………………………………………..
ii. Aggregation……………………………………………………………..
iii. Chest thumping……………………………………………………………
iv. Inexplicable penchant……………………………………………………….

2. EXCERPT: 25 MARKS 
Read the excerpt below and answer the questions that follow.
As she was removing her head veil the next morning, readying for laboratory work that it would have impeded, he went and slapped her.  What made this assault seem reasonable’ was that it happened during “Heritage week”, a period that the leader of Libya had set aside to give his people time to celebrate their renowned history.

Apparently, then, Engineer Tahir slapped Ms Mohmoud to administer discipline on a female subordinate for shedding her head veil in public, in violation of Libyan culture.  In truth, he did it to take revenge against someone who, he thought, had rejected his advances.  Discipline, revenge, or whatever it in fact was, she did not take it lying down.  She struck back.  Had she stopped to think of the chain of events her reaction might set off, she would have restrained herself.  

Yet, in the heat of anger, when no one thinks logically, who has not reacted by reflex and hit back on being hit first: who has not so reacted even if, in the light of likely future consequences, turning the other cheek would have been a better response?  Ms Mahmoud hit back by reflex.  A letter opener, obeying her hand, sliced though a semicircle of air and found a soft target.  Its tip, sharp on the day of purchase but sharper and sharper each day from use, caught Engineer Tahir right in his left eye and slit it open.  That was ‘the accident.’

A month later, he came out of hospital.  His left eye, cut open by a mundane office instrument, was gone.  Turned bitter and vengeful now.  Engineer Tahir took Ms Mahmoud to court the day he came out of hospital.  Why, the court enquired of him, had he slapped her in the first place?  To stop her from imitating Americans by shedding the head veil; in violation of Libyan’s culture, he said.  Then why, wondered the court had she hit back?  To defy not him but Libya, he replied.

She pleaded innocent citing, as her defense; temporary insanity caused by extreme provocation.  The court returned  a Hammurabic verdict – an eye for and eye, and a tooth for a tooth.

(a) What happened immediately before this excerpt?					(2 marks)

	
	
(b) Identify and illustrate any two themes evident in this excerpt.				(4 marks)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


(c) “Had she stopped to think about the chain of events her reaction might set off...” Explain the event that came as a result of her action.							(3 marks)

	
	
	
	
	
	
(d) Identify and illustrate two styles used in the excerpt.					(4 marks)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
(e) Using information from this excerpt, discuss the character traits of seif ahir.		(4 marks)

	
	
	
	
	
	
(f) What reasons did seif-give the court for slapping Ms. Mahmoud?			(1 mark)

	
	
(g) Ms Mahmoud pleaded innocent.  Is she innocent?  Explain.				(2 marks)

	
	
(h) What happens immediately after this excerpt?						(2 marks)

	
	
	
	
(i) Explain the meaning of the following words and phrases as used in the excerpt.	(3 marks)
i. Reflex

	
	
ii. An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.

	
	
iii. Restrained 

	
	

3.	ORAL LITERATURE – 20 MARKS

Read the poem below and then answer the questions that follow.

He is a jolly good boss
Sits down behind a shiny mahogany desk,
Dreamy and contented like an over – fed python
That has just swallowed a bearded goat.

He is a good natured fellow
Always patting on the rumps of secretaries in tight 
Skirts
Which say; marry me if you dare
Laughs absent-mindedly and sinks back into oblivion

He is an industrious head
Gets dog-tired in the morning from signing a few papers
Whose content he is mildly aware of 
And leaves for lunch and for the day at 11.30 am

He is a humorous chap
Jokes about how he is underpaid and over- worked to 
His juniors 
Who laugh subserviently to conceal their indignation
And grudging envy.

He is a mighty generous comrade
Brags about his Christ – heart
Being a proud donor of a few bustards
To guideless girls under him,
And believes his is a God – sanctioned mission
That dates back to Abraham.

He is a jolly good boss,
A perfect paragon of leadership.

By Kitche Magat (KCSE 2012)

(a) What is the general message of this poem?						(4 marks)

	
	
	
	
	
	
(b) Explain he image in the line ‘Dreamy and contented like an overfed python.’	(3 marks)

	
	
	
	
	
	






(c) Identify and explain any two aspects of irony in the poem.				(4 marks)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
(d) Give evidence from the poem that indicates that the juniors are suffering silently.	(2 marks)

	
	
	
	
	
(e) Comment on the general tone of the poem.						(3 marks)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
(f) Explain the meaning of the following words as used in the poem.		(4 marks)
(i) oblivion
	
	
(ii)Guileless
	
	
(iii)God – sanctioned mission
	
	
(iv)Indignation
	
	
4. GRAMMAR 15 MARKS

(a) Re-write the following sentences according to the instructions given.		(4 marks)
(i) If you come to the arena, you will meet the great isukuti dancers.  (Rewrite using – unless…?)
	
	
(ii)Korean women are very short; very few of them are above five feet tall.  (RE-write as one sentence using the word ‘hardly’)
	
	
(iii)He had never known what it meant to go without a meal.  (Begin:  Never….)
	
	
(iv)Okero plays Hockey.  He also plays Rugby.  (Re-write as one sentence using ‘besides’)
	
	
(b)Replace the underline wors with an appropriate phrasal verb.			(2 marks)
(i) The tea factory produced a lot of quality products this year.			
	
	
(ii) I was excited when I accidentally met an old friend in town.
	
	

(c)Rewrite the following sentences using participle phrases.				(2 marks)
(i) The teacher repeated his favourite joke as he was encouraged by the applause of the students.
	
	
(ii)Some people who are afraid of technology believe that it will take over their lilves.
	
	
(d) Choose the most appropriate pronoun to fill the blank spaces in the sentences below.(2 marks)
(i) Rose and ………………………. (her/she) left for Nairobi.
(ii)The winners are David and……………………………… (she / her)

(e)Fill in the gaps with the most appropriate prepositions.					(3 marks)
(i) This years’ candidates are very good………………………………………. languages.

(ii) Give us information …………………. your company.
(iii)The police wanted proof…………. their explanation.
(f)Explain the difference in meaning between the following set of sentences.		(2 marks)
(i) Mary even learnt how to write.
	
	
(ii) Even Mary learnt how to write.
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