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QN 1: BLOSSOMS OF THE SAVANNAH 						(20 MARKS)
Answer all the questions in the spaces provided.
Read the following passage and then answer the questions that follow.
She accepted him without any resistance.  Tradition did not allow her to offer any and as expected of her, she did not resist.  So at eighteen, after undergoing the mandatory initiation rituals, she had married Parsimei Ole Kaelo who was then twenty four years old.  And although over the years he had scolded and bullied her, like a half-witted child, she knew he was a good man, a great provider, a foresighted planner and a man with a will to succeed in whatever he put his mind on.  She also knew that he loved her genuinely.  For even after all those years of marriage he still pampered her.  She loved him too and had a childlike dependence on him.  She, however, knew that she had had failed miserably by not giving him the sons that he had so much looked forward to.  But she also knew it was still not too late.  God could still favour her with a son or two.  And now that she had gone back to the home of the gods of motherhood, she was going to join the rest of Nasila women in their ancestral prayer, song and praise-Enkai Aomon Entomono – a prayer exhorting God to open women’s wombs.
She turned and looked at her daughters.  They were full of animation as they walked hurriedly down the road that led to the gate.  That made her happy.  She was even happier to see Resian who was often a pessimist, looking exuberant that afternoon.  She hoped they would always be that happy.  But she knew things had not been easy for them.  At that delicate stage of their lives, she knew relocation to an extremely harsh environment devoid of their friends and all that they had known throughout their lives was not only trying, but cruel.  But she feared even a worse looming scenario.  Poor innocent things!  How she wished she could shield and protect them.  But cold she?  She knew Nasila people were extremely intolerant of those who ignored their cherished cultural sensibilities.  And the case of her daughters was no exception.
Mama Milanoi was so engrossed in her thoughts that she hardly noticed that they had arrived at the gate of their new home.  Her husband’s voice jolted her back to reality.
QUESTIONS
1. Explain what happens immediately before this excerpt. 				  (4mks)






2. Identify and illustrate two aspects of tradition that are evident in this extract. (4mks)






3. Apart from tradition which other one theme comes in the passage. Illustrate 	  (2mks)



4. Give and illustrate the character traits of:
i) Mama Milanoi 											(2mks)


ii) Ole Kaelo 											(2mks)


iii)  Mama Milanoi’s daughters. 								(2mks)


5. Identify and illustrate any two stylistic devices used in the passage. 		(4mks)



QN 2 POETRY 								        (20 MARKS)
Read the poem below and then answer the questions that follow.
FINAL JUDGMENT 
He felt a longing to revenge
The death of his most dearest brother
So he took a shining dagger
And passed a juryless sentence
Whose execution
Made him murder his brother’s killer
It was an eye for an eye.

A few days later
The uniformed took him in chains
A few days later
He stood with withering hope.
Before a band of grey-haired judges
Who judged him fit
For nothing but the gallows.
It was a tooth for a tooth

A few decades later
The many wise judges
Deserted the transient terrestrial world
And stood before God
Ready for judgment
And God judged them fit
For nothing but hell
It was an eye for an eye.

The final judgment will come
When God shall stand before a great wise jury
And be judged for helling many
Since the same saying goes
An eye for an eye.
By Jared Angira.
Questions
a) What is the poem about? 								(3mks)


b) What do the following lines mean in the poem? 				(3mks)
i) And passed a juryless sentence




ii) The uniformed took him in chains




iii) Deserted the transient terrestrial world.



c) Give the character of the following: 						(6mks)
i) ‘The He’					
ii) Judges					
iii) God						

d) Identify the styles used in the poem and their effect. 			(6mks)





e) What is the tone of the poem? 							(2mks)

5

